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	National Curriculum

	History
· Develop a coherent understanding of Britain’s past and the wider world.
· Encourage curiosity, critical thinking, and the ability to ask and answer historical questions.
Geography
· Build knowledge of places, environments, and processes shaping the world.
· Promote geographical enquiry and understanding of human-environment interaction.
Religious Education (RE) and Citizenship
· RE fosters understanding of beliefs, values, and cultural diversity.
· Citizenship supports pupils’ knowledge of democracy, rights, responsibilities, and community engagement. 

(Pupils can be disapplied from national curriculum requirements where statutory content is not accessible despite reasonable adjustments.)


	Curriculum Intent

	The Humanities curriculum at Castle School aims to inspire curiosity, broaden pupils’ understanding of the world, and equip them with the knowledge, skills and cultural awareness needed to participate fully in society. We recognise that our learners have diverse needs, abilities, and communication profiles, so our curriculum is designed to  be accessible, meaningful and empowering for every pupil. Each lesson aims to embody and embrace the core values of the Respect Collaboration. 

Purpose
Humanities at Castle School provides all students with structured opportunities to:
· Understand the world they live in, past and present.
· Develop a sense of identity, belonging and place.
· Build empathy, respect and cultural literacy.
· Make informed decisions about people, environments and events.
· Strengthen communication, relationships, reading skills and functional life skills through meaningful, real-world concepts.

Principles
Our Humanities curriculum is built on the following principles:
· Content is broken down into manageable steps using either the Horizon or Aspire pathway.
· Practical activities allow pupils with diverse learning needs to engage meaningfully.
· The Humanities curriculum, as with every other subject, are planned around the individual needs of the student, taking into account prior learning experience, learning styles, needs and EHCPs where applicable.
· Topics are linked to pupils’ everyday experiences, local community, and real social issues.
· Fieldwork and educational visits provide rich, experiential learning.
· Pupils gain functional understanding, such as using maps, recognising institutions, and understanding rights and responsibilities.
· Pupils encounter significant people, places, events and ideas that broaden their cultural experience.
· Learning will always include celebrations, religions, diverse communities and global challenges.
· Key Stage 4 pathways support accreditation, independence, and preparation for life beyond school.
· 
Key Stage 3
At Key Stage 3, pupils at Castle build a foundational knowledge of History, Geography and Religious Education through thematic and accessible units. By the end of Key Stage 3, pupils will:
· Develop chronological awareness and recognise significant past events and their impact.
· Understand basic geographical concepts, such as place, environment, weather and human activity.
· Explore a range of world religions, belief systems and philosophical questions, fostering respect and deepening understanding.
· Use simple enquiry skills, such as asking questions, identifying sources, making observations, and expressing opinions.
· Develop confidence through hands-on experiences, including trips and visits and thematic projects.

Key Stage 4
At Key Stage 4, pupils will deepen their knowledge and apply Humanities learning to wider life skills and accredited outcomes where appropriate. The Horizon Pathway will work towards WJEC Entry Level qualification in Humanities and the Aspire Pathway will work towards GCSE History (AQA). By the end of Key Stage 4, pupils will:
· Demonstrate understanding of either key historical, geographical or ethical concepts at an appropriate level.
· Apply enquiry skills with increased independence, drawing conclusions from evidence.
· Explore contemporary issues such as environmental change, diversity, conflict, citizenship, and human rights.
· Show growing self-advocacy, social awareness and readiness for their pathway beyond Castle School.



	Curriculum Implementation

	
KKey Stage 3 Humanities Curriculum September 2026

	Key Stage 3 (7-9)
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Year 7
	Conquest for England


	What is Geography?
	Being a Young Person of Faith in Britain Today
	Life in Medieval England
	Weather and Climate
	Religious Buildings

	Year 8
	The Tudors and Stuarts

	Coasts
	Is Death the End? Does it Matter?
	The Industrial Revolution
	Amazing Africa
	Expressing the Spiritual through Music and Art

	Year 9
	World War I


	Natural Hazards and Disasters
	Why is there Suffering? Are there any Solutions?
	How did Women Gain the Vote? 
	Environmental Issues
	Should Happiness be the Purpose of Life? 


Key Stage 4 Humanities Curriculum September 2026
	Key Stage 3 (7-9)
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Year 10 Horizon
(WJEC Entry Level)
	A British Society in the Past


	Threatened Ecosystems
	People and Protest
	A Non-British Society in the Past
	Responding to a Major Tectonic Event
	Places of Worship

	Year 11 Horizon (WJEC Entry Level)
	Looking at Local History

	Changing Trends in UK Tourism
	Religious Festivals and Celebrations
	Completion of Portfolio
	Completion and Submission of Portfolio
	GCSE Exams

	Year 10 Aspire     (AQA GCSE History)
	Elizabethan England c1568-1603


	Elizabethan England c1568-1603
	Britain: Health and the People c1000-present
	Britain: Health and the People c1000-present
	Conflict and Tension: The First World War
	Conflict and Tension: The First World War

	Year 11 Aspire     (AQA GCSE History)
	America 1920-1973
	America 1920-1973
	Historic Environment
	Recap and Revision
	Recap and Revision


	GCSE Exams






