
 

GCSE (9-1) Art and Design –Marking Criteria 

  AO1: DEVELOP  AO2: REFINE  AO3: RECORD  AO4: PRESENT 

KM 
Points 

 Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical 
understanding of sources. 

 Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with 
appropriate media, materials, techniques and processes. 

 Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work 
progresses. 

 Present a personal and meaningful response that 
realises intentions and demonstrates understanding 
of visual language. 

18 
- 

21 
 

 I have chosen one artist and explored their work.  I have improved a part of my work.  I have recorded my ideas that relate to the theme.  I have produced artwork that vaguely looks that 
way that I wanted it to look. 

I have developed an idea influenced by the artist’s 
work. 

I have experimented with some materials and techniques. I have made notes that relate to the theme. My work shows a link to the artists studied 

I have created a research page that has notes and/or 
images. 

I have shown some ability to use materials and techniques to 
create artwork. 

I have recorded observations that relate to the theme.  
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- 

25 
 

 I have selected two artists and explored their work.  I have improved a few parts my work.  I have recorded my observations and ideas through simple, 
recognisable artwork. 

 I have produced artwork that looks similar to 
the way that I wanted it to look. 

I have used my artist research to help me to develop a 
few of my ideas. 

I have experimented with a few different art materials and 
techniques. 

I have recorded observations and ideas that link to the theme. I have created artwork that is relevant to the 
theme. 

I have created artist research pages that includes notes 
and images. 

I have used different types of art materials and techniques 
reasonably well to create artwork. 

I have made notes that include Art vocabulary. I have created artwork that shows an influence 
from the artists that I have researched. 

I have used some Art vocabulary in my notes.  I have made notes that express my opinions and describe 
things that link to the theme. 
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- 

29 
 

 I have selected more than two artists that have some 
relevance to the theme. 

 I have generally improved parts of my work carefully.  I have recorded my observations and ideas using different art 
materials and techniques. 

 I have created artwork that shows a good use of 
art materials and techniques and looks the same 
way that I wanted it to look.  

I have used different aspects of my artist research to 
help me to develop my ideas. 

I have explored ways of using different and appropriate art 
materials and techniques to help me to develop my work. 

I have developed different ideas that are relevant to the theme.  I have made notes that record What Works 
Well in my artwork and what would make my 
work Even Better. 

I have created research pages that are well presented 
and have written analysis and opinions. 

I have made notes explaining how well I have used new art 
materials and techniques with suggestions of how to use them 
in my work. 

I have created notes that explain my thoughts and next steps.  

I have created artist research pages that includes key Art 
vocabulary. 

I have shown an ability of using different and appropriate art 
materials and techniques with some skill. 
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 I can select artists that are relevant to the theme.  I have consistently improved my work carefully.  I have recorded my observations and ideas clearly.  I have created artwork that brings the ideas that 
I have explored together effectively. 

I have shown a good understanding of different artists’ 
work in my research and used this to guide the 
development of my project. 

I have explored ways of using lots of different and 
appropriate art materials and techniques to help me to 
develop my work. 

I have used lots of different art materials and techniques to 
record my observations and ideas. 

I have created artwork that is finished to a good 
standard and show skilful use of art materials 
and techniques. 

I have created artist research pages that includes key Art 
vocabulary consistently and effectively. 

I have made notes explaining how appropriate the use of 
different art materials and techniques would be for my work. 

I have made notes explaining how I have explored, 
experimented and evaluated my ideas. 

I have made notes that explain my evaluation 
of my work. 

I have created artist research pages that have informative 
written analysis of the artists’ work. 

I have shown a good ability of using different and 
appropriate art materials and techniques skilfully. 
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 I have created art research pages that are well presented 
and contain detailed analysis of the artists’ work. 

 I have improved my work to a good standard.  I have recorded my observations showing skilful and refined use 
of art materials and techniques. 

 I have created artwork that shows a clear 
inspiration from artists that I have researched. 

I have created artist research pages that have notes that 
explain and justify my opinions. 

I have explored and refined ways of using lots of different and 
appropriate art materials and techniques to help me to develop 
my work and reached a lot of successful conclusions. 

I have recorded observations and ideas that are relevant to 
developing my project. 

I have created artwork that is finished to a high 
standard and shows a very skilful use of art 
materials and techniques. 

I have used Art vocabulary accurately in my notes. I have made notes explaining how I can develop my work 
based on my exploration of different art materials and 
techniques. 

I have used lots of different art materials and techniques well 
to record my observations and ideas. 

I have made notes that record a detailed 
evaluation of my work. 

I have shown clear links between my chosen artists and 
my ideas throughout my project. 

I have generally used different and appropriate art materials 
and techniques skilfully. 
 

I have made notes that clearly explain how I have explored, 
experimented and evaluated my ideas. 
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 I have created artist research pages that are well 
presented with detailed analysis of more than two 
appropriate artists. 

 I have improved my work to a high standard throughout my 
project. 

 I have produced highly skilful artwork to record my 
observations. 

 I have produced artwork that brings together 
lots of ideas from my sketchbook. 

I have chosen artists that are completely relevant to the 
theme. 

I have explored ways of using lots of different art materials 
and techniques creatively. 

I have clearly recorded a wide range of observations and ideas 
that are relevant to developing my project. 

I have created artwork that is completed to an 
outstanding standard and shows a highly 
skilful use of art materials and techniques. 

I have used my artist research throughout the 
development of my project. 

I have shown a high level of skill when I have explored 
different art materials and techniques. 

I have skilfully used lots of different art materials and 
techniques to record my observations and ideas. 

I have created artwork that shows a creative 
use of inspiration from the artists that I have 
researched. 

I have clearly explained and justified my opinions. I have made notes explaining what I’ve learnt whilst 
exploring different art materials and techniques and how I can 
use this to effectively refine and develop my work. 

I have created detailed notes that explain my thoughts, 
evaluations and possible next steps regularly throughout my 
project. 

I have made notes with detailed evaluations of 
my final piece of work and relating it to my 
intentions. 

I have made notes that contain an accurate use of a lot of 
art vocabulary.  

   


